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500 aracter Parade this Friday!

The Book Character Parade is fast approaching and will be held this Friday 28th August. The
staff at GPS are looking forward to dressing up as book/movie characters just as much as the
students are. You just never know what characters will appear in our school on Friday!
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Hoping that all students have started to organise their costumes
for this exciting day. Unfortunately this year due to COVIDI19
restrictions, this will be a strictly no visitors event.

For those new to Book Character Parade, if your child's costume is
comfortable and practical to wear they may wear it all day (as long
as they are still wearing sensible, closed in shoes, and can wear
their hat in the playground ). If the costume is large or
complicated, their teacher or another member of staff will assist
them just prior to the parade.

We are looking forward to one of our favourite days of the year.

In other Library News:

The Premier's reading challenge is drawing to a close this Friday the 28th of August. For those
students participating in the challenge please finalise your reading log. For more information
students can see Mrs Penfold in the library during their lunch time.

Issue 6 of Bookclub is out. Cash orders to the library in the red box. Online orders are
also available. All orders close on Friday the 11th September, Week 6.
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* Next week our Year 5 students will participate in a new online reading and numeracy check in
assessment. These assessments from the NSW Department of Education support schools to
assess and monitor students learning following the period of learning from home. The Check in
assessments will supplement existing school practices to identify how students are performing in
literacy and numeracy and to help teachers tailor their teaching more specially fo student needs.
Year 3 students will undertake the Check in assessments later this term.

* Referring fo Miss McDonagh's letter after the Department’'s new COVID guidelines were
infroduced, any student who has cold or flu symptoms must have a COVID tfest and returna
negative result, be symptom free or have a doctor's certificate clearance before they can return
to school. Alternatively, they must be kept home from school for 10 days and be symptom free
for 3 days before returning.

If a child presents to school with cold and flu symptoms, we will call home and have them
collected from sick bay.

As part of this new ruling, it is important for parents to explain in full why their child was away
from school. If a child is away due to an ear infection or a broken arm for example, they can
return to school when they can. If a reason given by a parent is simply "unwell” we are obliged by
the new guidelines to investigate further and ask that the child be tested if they were home due
o a cold.

The Department and our school are working hard to keep all of our students and families safe.
We appreciate your understanding and assistance in following the new rules.

* We collectively completed 3247 laps of the tracks...the Wheelathon last Friday was an
awesome day. The students were all smiling and happy to be outside either riding, scooting or
walking to help raise money for our school. We posted many many photos on our Facebook page.

It is now time to return the sponsorship money. Please send in the sponsorship form and
collected money to your child's teacher. There are some great prizes to be won both individually
and as class groups.

A HUGE thankyou to Mrs Fletcher for all of her hard work in organising this event.




Road Safety

Over the last few weeks all classes have learnt about road and bike safety. To reinforce these
important messages, at our Heel n Wheelathon we had two constables to speak to all the
students about road safety. Today we have placed this parent information about road and bike

safety in this week's newsletter.
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A parents’ guide to
child road safety

You as a parent are very Influential in the life of your child. Chlldren learn by
Imitating thelr parents so practising road safe behaviours together Is the best way
to keep your child safe. Take an active role In teaching road safety to your child.

Demonstrate the road safe behaviours found In this brochure and explain why
these are safe. Remember to praise and encourage your child while they are
learning these new skills.
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Bike safety tips b g

a graat way to
Be seen — wear bright dothing, use flags, reflectors on spokes exerdse and have
or reflective tape on bikes to ensure your child 1s visible to other road users. fun as a family.

Be In control - the right size bike Is essential for your child's safety. Adjust the
bike seat so the balls of your child's feet can reach the ground when seated.
Make sure that the brakes, gears and bell are In easy reach when riding.

Be sure the bike Is safe to fde - check the tyres, steering, brakes and for rust regularly. Show your
child how to check thelr tyres for air and damage prior to each ride. Teach thern how to pumg up
thelr own tyres.

Be alert when near cars — talk to your child about the dangers of reversing cars In driveways. Children
often assume that they are safe from cars when riding on footpaths. Teach them to stop and chede
before nding across a driveway.

Be safe when crossing the road - teach your child to walk thelr bike across the road.

Bikes and the law

= All bikes must hawe a bell or hom to alert nearby rozd users and at least one warking brake.

« Omly children under 16 are allowed to ride on the footpath. An adult may ride on the footpath whilst
suparvising a child under 16 years old.

= Bikes are deemed by law to be a wehicle so all nders must follow all the road rules.

= Itk illegal to rde your bike aomss rossings unless th g2 has spadal bicycle lights.

« Ride across only when the bike crossing light is green. .

Bike helmet basics

= Replace any hemet that has been Inwobved In a crash as the foam Inner Bner can only be compressed
once. After that it 1s mot longer safie.

» Chedk inside the helmet for the sticker to ensure 1 protection.

« Helmets must be fitted comectiy to protect agamst head injuries. Follow these 3 staps to comectly fit

your childs helmet.
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1. Take off your hat or cap as these stop
‘the helmet from fitting comectly.

2. Adjust the helmet to allow no more than a two.
finger helmet.

3. Adjust the strap to form a V Just below each ear.
Ensure the strap ks done up allowing onlytwo 7 1
fingers to fit between the strap and chin. -

U |
Child road safety tips _

Travelling by car

1. Ensure your child ts using the correct child restraint for their age on every trp.

1. Teach your child to enter and exit using the rear door nearest the footpath called the “safety” door.
3. Never call your child across the road, Instead meet them at the school gate.

Choose the right child restraint

Allchildren up to seven years of age must be In the right restraint for their age. Penalties apply.

Delay your child's move from their current restraint If they are small In stature for their age. For

children over 7 years, check that the adult seathelt does NOT rest on their neck before your allow

thern to move from thelr booster seat.

= For maximum protection, teach your child that their seatbelt must sit on their collarbone and
across thelr hip bones.

= Remove all blankets before you strap your infant into thelr child restraint.

Chid restraint/booster seat
School pick up and drop Catching the bus
off zone 1. Take and pick your chid up from the bus stop.
1. Ee patient, be alert to children around your 1. Help your child get on and off the bus.

car and fiollow the school rules. 3. Watt for the bus to mowe on before crossing
1. Double check before reversing. the road.

3. Never double park or make iBegal U-turns.

Walking to school

L. Meodel how to STOR, LOOK, LISTEN and
THINK when crossing the road.

1. Hold hands with your child when crossing
the road, on a footpath or Ina car park.

3. Teach your child the safest places to cross
the road and explain to them the dangers
of crossing the road between parked cars.

Riding safely on
shared paths

As your chlid gets older they will want to ride on shared paths with other
riders and pedestrians. It Is essentlal they have the skills to do this safely.

Prior to this happening ensure your child Is able to:

» Balance confidently and pedal at the same time.

« Brake In a controlled manner.

« Maintain control when riding with one hand and signalling with the other.

« Look over their shoulder to see what s behind them without losing control.

« Ride courteously near others while slowing down near pedestrians and ringing their bell.
« Be able to recognise potential hazards and what to do to avold them.

Make learning to ride safely fun. Remembering to pralse and
encourage your chlld while they learn new skills.




