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TERM 4 W EEK 10 - WEDNESDAY 18t DECEMBER 2024

Address : 86 Queen Street, Grafton NSW 2460
Phone: Primary - 026642 1000 Infants-02 6642 2286
Email: grafton-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au

Website Like us on Facebook
https://grafton-p.schools.nsw.qov.au/ https://www.facebook.com/GraftonPublicSchool
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HAPPY
HOLIDAYS

Students will return to
school on
Thursday 6th February



https://grafton-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/GraftonPublicSchool

Relieving Principal’s Report

Dear Parents and Carers,

The past two weeks have been a whirlwind of amazing events, bringing an incredible
year to a close. | want to take this moment to thank our wonderful school community for
your unwavering support throughout the year. To the families who are moving on, we
wish you the very best and thank you for being an integral part of the GPS family. You
will be greatly missed!

Our Presentation Day, held at the Saraton Theatre, was a fantastic occasion to celebrate
the achievements of our students. Whether or not you received an award, | am
immensely proud of each and every one of you for your growth, improvement, and
maturity this year. On the day, | had the honour of announcing our 2025 student leaders:
Fred and Elliana as Captains, Henry and Alina as Vice Captains, and Carson, Arabella,
Violet, Vivienne, Matilda and Laurie as Prefects. A heartfelt thank you to our 2024
leaders— Dominik, Zoe, Jacob, Lily, Tay, Harrison, Lincoln, Maddison, Zoe and Archer—
for your outstanding leadership and representation of our school throughout the year.

On Friday, families received their child’s semester reports, providing a detailed overview
of their progress and achievements. These reports are designed to help families
understand their child’s learning journey and provide guidance for future growth.

Last night, Year 6 celebrated their 7 years of primary schooling with the annual Year 6
Farewell in our newly refurbished hall! It was a night filled with joy, laughter, and plenty
of dancing! A huge thank you to Miss Karen, Mr Craythorn, Mr Stanford and his team
who contributed to making this event such a memorable occasion.

On Friday, our lower field buzzed with excitement during the annual Student vs. Teacher
soccer match. Both teams brought their best game in this fiercely contested match, with
the teachers emerging victorious with a 2-0 win. Well played to all, and better luck next
year, students!

As we wrap up the year, | want to extend my deepest gratitude to our exceptional
teaching staff, SLSOs, SASS staff, and GA. Your passion, teamwork, and commitment to
our students and their families are nothing short of inspiring. | see the countless hours
you dedicate and the care you pour into making GPS a supportive and thriving learning
environment.

Thank you all for an amazing year. Stay safe, enjoy the holidays, and we look forward to
welcoming you back in 2025!

Thanks,
Nick Campbell
Relieving Principal
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2025 School Supplies

In the past Grafton PS has put out a list of
optional items that families could supply for
the start of the school year.

For next year in 2025, we are not requesting
that any equipment be sent in; however, you
may like to provide a special library bag for
borrowing and a pair of headphones (not
Bluetooth) for use with technology in the
classroom.

Years 3-6 may also like to bring
their own small pencil case.




Important Messages

2025 Year 4 Excursion

‘ﬂ} "OFFS COAST

(,éAdventure Centre

EAT | PLAY | STAY

19TH MARCH - 21ST MARCH

Please log into School Bytes to give permission for your child to
attend this camp in 2025 as numbers are required for organisation

during the holidays.

COFFS COAST ADVENTURE CENTRE
ONLINE FORMS DUE BY
FRIDAY 28TH FEBRUARY 2025

https://book.venue.life/ccac/register/3141-grafton-public school-year-4-camp




Selective High School Applications

Selective High Schools are for students in Years 7 to 12. Grafton High
School is a Selective High School. You may apply to have your child
considered for this class.

Applications open on 7/11/2024 and close on 21/2/2025. These dates
are very strict and no late applications will be accepted under any
circumstances.

Parents apply when their child is at the end of Year 5 or the beginning
of Year 6 for placement in a selective high school in Year 7. The
students will sit a placement test in Term 2 of Year 6.

Additional information can be found here:
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/schooling/parents-and-
carers/choosing-a-school-setting/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes-
parents/documents/SHS_application_guide.pdf

Link for the application page:
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/choosing-a-school-
setting/selective-high-schools

NSW Department of Education

Selective high school placement timeline
Year 7 entry in 2026

GOVERNMENT

Applications: ‘ é
«  Open 7 November 2024 . Resources for parents

(when student is in Year 5) e + Selective high schools - Year 7
ticket: April 2025 - ) 4
» Close 21 February 2025 + Choosing a selective school

(when student is in Year 6) 2 weeks before the -
7 placement test | + Resources in other languages
/,

= < Resources for students
Selective High School E w o
Placement Test: 2-4 May 2025 g Aeelzlhg for a selective high

school: Student resource hub

.‘3

Last day to change school
Make-up test (approved chmces mid-May
illness/misadventure): 19 May 2025

These dates are subject to
change. Please check the
key dates on our website.
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IS YOUR CHILD
STARTING SCHOOL IN
20257

Bookings are now open for

BEFORE SCHOOL ASSESSMENTS

Please call Grafton Community Health on
6641 8702 to make a free appointment.

Your child’s vision, hearing, speech, fine and
gross motor development, height, weight and
oral health will be assessed.

{L““!; Health

Northern NSW
NSW Local Health District
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Tell us where safer crossings are needed to support
kids walking and riding to schools in Grafton.

This survey is for parents, secondary school students
and teachers going to schools in Grafton, to inform the
design of future crossings.

The survey has been developed by Clarence Valley
Council’s consultant for this project, Sidelines Traffic.

No personal information is requested.

Tell use where safer crossings are needed to
support kids walking and riding to schools in
Grafton




COMMUNITY NOTICES

IDENTIFY

Anyone can get whooping cough but it can be deadly

for babies

o Babies and young children can stop breathing or develop severe
coughing bouts that end with vomiting or gasping for breath.

* People of all ages can get whooping cough and can spread it to babies.

o Adults often just have a mild cough that lingers.

PROTECT

Immunise your baby on time to get the best protection
o Pregnant women should get vaccinated in the third trimester
(preferably at 28 weeks).
o (et your baby vaccinated on time at 6 weeks, 4 months and 6 months
of age.
o Booster vaccines for children and adults stop whooping cough spreading.

PREVENT

Whooping cough spreads quickly when people cough in

the early stages of the infection

o [fyou have symptoms, see a doctor fast and get tested.

o Stay home until you are no longer infectious. Ask your doctor when it's
safe to return to work, school or childcare.

o Keep anyone with a cough away from your newborn especially until your
baby has had 3 whooping cough vaccines.

v .“ v

Ak

For further information visit the NSW Health website

www.health.nsw.gov.au/pertussis chsnSmﬂ Health

SHPN (CHP) 150328




COMMUNITY NOTICES
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TOUCH FOOTBALL
~V

SENIORS JUNIORS
MEN’S & Boys Yr 3/4
WOMEN’S Boys Yr 5/6

When: Term 1, 2025 Girls Primary
Start: Monday 3rd February
Where: Rushforth Park, South Grafton
How Much: GTA reduced registration
What’s Covered:
e Round games and final '
e Sportscover AQTVE
e Clubhouse facilities
e Same fields every week




COMMUNITY NOTICES

FREE ACTIVITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 12-18!

JEWELLERY MAKING WORKSHOP
Monday 6™ January, 2pm to 4pm
Lawrence Community Hall, Lawrence
Bookings essential text — 0478 099 905

YOUTH WELLBEING CHECK-IN & PIZZA
Monday 6" January, 2pm to 4pm

lluka Skate Park, lluka

Just turn up!

LASER SKIRMISH

Monday 6" January, 4pm to 6pm
lluka Skate Park, lluka

Just turn up!

LASER SKIRMISH

Tuesday 7" January, 4pm to 6pm
Market Square, Grafton

Just turn up!

DREAMCATCHER WORKSHOP
Wednesday 8" January, 10am to 12noon
Copmanhurst Hall, Copmanhurst
Bookings essential text — 0478 099 905

OUT OF THE BOX YOUTH SESSION
Basketball & Pizza

Wednesday 8" January, 3:30pm to Spm
Out of the Box, Wherrett Park, Maclean
Just turn up!

SURF LESSONS

Thursday 9" January, 9am to 12noon
Main Beach, Brooms Head

Bookings essential text — 0447 693 863

OUT OF THE BOX YOUTH SESSION
Soccer & Toasties

Friday 10" January, 3:30pm to 5pm

Out of the Box, Yamba Skate Park, Yamba
Just turn up!

out our Facebook page Clarence Valley Youth
908 if more details are required.
ties will be postponed in the case of wet weather.

Programs proudly sponsored by

SCHOOL HOLIDAY

FREE ACTIVITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 12-18!

DROP-IN - ASK, BBQ & MINI GAMES
Monday 20" January, 3:30pm to 5pm

Coutts Crossing Skate Park, Coutts Crossing
Just turn up!

YOUTH WELLBEING CHECK-IN & PIZZA
Monday 20" January, 2pm to 4pm

lluka Skate Park, lluka

Just turn up!

GRAFFITI ART WORKSHOP

Monday 20" January, 4pm to 6pm

Nip Welsh Park, Minnie Water
Bookings essential text — 0423 134 173

GRAFFITI ART WORKSHOP

Tuesday 213 January, 4pm to 6pm
Pirate Park, South Grafton

Bookings essential text — 0423 134 173

WEARABLE ART WORKSHOP
Wednesday 22" January, 2pm to 4pm
Dundurrabin Primary School, Dundurrabin
Bookings essential text — 0414 284 150

OUT OF THE BOX YOUTH SESSION
Skateboard Art & Pizza

Wednesday 22" January, 3:30pm to 5pm
Out of the Box, Wherrett Park, Maclean
Just turn up!

zrgqgig

MISSION

AUSTRALIA = clarence

VALLEY COUNCIL

SKATE & CREATE

Wednesday 22 January, 4:30pm to 6:30pm

Grafton Slate Park, Grafton

Bookings essential register -
:/fwww.eventbrite.com.au/e/grafton-come-try-

ling-learn-to-s wi if
-109777! ?aff=oddtdtcreator
GRAFFITI ART WORKSHOP

Thursday 23" January, 4pm to 6pm
Woombah Park, Woombah
Bookings essential text — 0423 134 173

SKATE & CREATE

Friday 24" January, 4:30pm to 6:30pm
Wooli Skate Park, Wooli

Bookings essential register -

https:// ite.com. I Ary-
ileamioakate Wb sRalE anaicaato:
1097, 7! 2 reator
OUT OF THE BOX YOUTH SESSION
Surfboard Art & Soccer

Friday 24" January, 3:30pm to Spm
Out of the Box, Yamba Skate Park, Yamba
Just turn up!

For more information and updates, check out our Facebook page Clarence Valley Youth'

0428 420 908 if more detai required

tivities will be postponed in the case of wet weather.

Programs proudly sponsored by

clarence

VALLEY COUNCIL

MISSION
AUSTRALIA

SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM

FREE ACTIVITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 12-18!

DROP-IN - ART & MUSIC

Monday 13" January, 3:30pm to 5pm

Coutts Crossing Skate Park, Coutts Crossing
Just turn up!

WOODBURNING, CLAY MAKING & WEAVING
Monday 13" January, 10am to 12noon

Brooms Head Community Hall, Brooms Head
Just turn up!

YOUTH WELLBEING CHECK-IN & PIZZA
Monday 13" January, 2pm to 4pm

lluka Skate Park, lluka

Just turn up!

LASER SKIRMISH

Tuesday 14" January, 4pm to 6pm
Bailey Park, Ulmarra

Just turn up!

WEARABLE ART WORKSHOP

Wednesday 15" January, 2pm to 4pm
gh C ity Hall, G

Bookings essential text — 0414 284 150

-

OUT OF THE BOX YOUTH SESSION
Bullrush, Art & Pizza

Wednesday 15! January, 3:30pm to 5pm
Out of the Box, Wherrett Park, Maclean
Just turn up!

SURF LESSONS

Thursday 16 January, 9am to 12noon
Main Beach, Minnie Water

Bookings essential text — 0447 693 863

WOODBURNING WORKSHOP

Friday 17" January, 10am to 12noon
lluka Community Hall lluka

Bookings essential text — 0475 428 003

OUT OF THE BOX YOUTH SESSION
Handball Competition

Friday 17" January, 3:30pm to Spm

Out of the Box, Yamba Skate Park, Yamba
Just turn up!

For more information and updates, check out our Facebook page Clarence Vz

Please call 0428 420 908 if more def required.

Outdoor activities will be postponed in the case of wet weather.

Programs proudly sponsored by

SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRA

FREE ACTIVITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 12-18!

LASER SKIRMISH

Tuesday 28™ January, 4pm to 6pm
Lawrence Memorial Park, Lawrence
Just turn up!

SURF LESSONS

Tuesday 28" January, 9am to 12noon
Turners Beach, Yamba

Bookings essential text — 0447 693 863

OUT OF THE BOX YOUTH SESSION
Basketball & Pizza

Wednesday 29™ January, 3:30pm to 5pm
Out of the Box, Wherrett Park, Maclean
Just turn up!

clarence

VALLEY cOuNCIL

P

WEARABLE ART WORKSHOP

Wednesday 29™ January, 10:30am to 12:30pm
Grafton Regional Gallery, Grafton

Bookings essential text — 0414 284 150

LASER SKIRMISH

Thursday 30" January, 4pm to 6pm
Townsend Park, Townsend

Just turn up!

OUT OF THE BOX YOUTH SESSION
Surfboard Art & Soccer

Friday 31 January, 3:30pm to 5pm

Out of the Box, Yamba Skate Park, Yamba
Just turn up!

For more information and updates, check out our Facebook page Clarence Valley Youth
Please call 0428 420 908 if more details are required
Outdoor activities will be postponed in the case of wet weather.

Programs proudly sponsored by

MISSION

AUSTRALIA clarence

VALLEY COUNCIL
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2024 CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
THURSDAY 19 DECEMBER 2024 TO WED 5 FEBRUARY 2025

Before School, After School & Vacation Care for the North Coast

Ve
C,OM“U NIiTY ’ ’. CONTACT INFORMATION .
Phone: 0466 306 220 or 6658 9757
H Email: admin@communityoosh.com.au /.
ﬁ' sER VICES Web:  www.communityoosh.com.au ,.
“In a world gone mad with rules & regulations, we help kids be kids”
HONRS QP OFERATION “WHAT TO BRING EVERYDAY”
7.00am — 6.00pm
MONDAY TO FRIDAY All Children are required to bring a hat, water bottle, sun-

During School Holidays & Pupil Free days screen, appropriate footwear and healthy lunch / snacks.

In winter warm clothes and socks are required each day.
On all excursion days children are required to
be at the centre no later than 8:45am and will
return by approx. 4:00pm.
Transportation is provided in our bus or van depending on
bookings. Please label all clothes. Spending money is optional!
Risk Assessments available upon request.

In summer swimmers, sun/rash shirts, swim aids
(if required), towel and plastic bag are required each day.
Personal electronic devices are prohibited.

BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL FOR VACATION CARE

To book you need to use your Xplor home app. All dates for vacation care will be released on Xplor for
bookings from Monday 25 November 2024.

Parents will also be advised its live on the app through a notification sent to their Xplor app.

OUTSTANDING ACCOUNTS MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO BOOKINGS BEING ACCEPTED.

The minimum notice required to cancel a Vacation Care booking where no charge will apply is 2 weeks notice.

NEW FAMILIES who are interested in using vacation care will need to enrol first via our website at
www.communityoosh.com.au

FEES: Depending on the Child Care Subsidy (CCS) and activity hours a parent is entitled too, the out of pocket costs to parents can
range from a few dollars to the full rate shown below. To find out more about the Child Care Subsidy please visit at
https://www.education.gov.au/ChildCarePackage The table below shows the full fee with no Child Care Subsidy along with an
example of the out of pocket expense where the highest rate of Child Care Subsidy is applied.

Your fee will vary depending on your own CCS rate and activity hours you receive. Unlike some providers, Community OOSH
Services strive to put you and your children first, providing the highest quality care for the lowest possible price. Please note excur-
sions are at an additional cost and vary depending on the excursion. The cost on each excursion are shown on the next page and these
costs will have your CCS % applied to substantially reduce excursion costs.

2024 Fee Structure at Full Rate before the Example of Approximate out of pocket expenses at 90%
application of any CCS % CCS
Vacation Care s$76 Vacation Care $7.60
Sample Additional Excursion Cost $16 Sample Excursion CCS Applied $1.60
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

GOVERNMENT

Book your free
breast screen in

Grafton

August -
December 2024

In proud partnership with
Clarence Valley
Imaging
137 Fitzroy Street

Call 13 20 50

The recommended breast screening age for women is 50-74 years.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women are recommended to screen from age 40.

Book your free breast screen online at book.breastscreen.nsw.gov.au or call 13 20 50.

When you have a
medical concern you
need addressed quickly

Ask a nurse first
R, 1800198888

q Startalive chat

north e t.org.au

Don't waste time waiting to be seen; let our registered
nurses help you now. Our serviceis available 24/7 and we

. North Coast
HEALTH

tyoutoa GPor witha f:
orvirtual appeintment if needed.
o CONNECT
4 Scan this coda to easily sdd our
(o phone number to your contacts
R ——— HE2LTHY phn

Share your world
Become a foster carer

It’s the little things that matter most - like having
a safe place to call home, someone you can smile
with and the right support.

You can make an extraordinary difference in the
life of a young person by sharing those ordinary,
everyday moments.

We are looking for compassionate individuals,
couples and families to become foster carers to
provide a safe and supportive home for vulnerable

children and young people. We’ll support you 24/7
and provide all the training you need.

If you have a spare bedroom and time to share,
we’d love to hear from you. Contact us today and
be the positive change in a child’s life!

1300 592 227
%ﬁ
OFg o

lwb.org.au/foster-care

LIFE
WITHOUT
BARRIERS
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